ESMS Melville College Trust Grants 2024/25 ESMS :

MELVILLE COLLEGE TRUST

N-DAPS Equipment

Melville College Trust Grant Award £456.00
The N-DAPS equipment has been fab, thank you!

| always strew it about the room right at the start of lunch so that if any tentative newcomers
approach (who might turn back round if it looks too scary or unknown!), they can see that it’s a
welcoming environment and that they have things they can fidget with or games to play as a kind
of social glue with other students. They can see right away that they can come in and there’s no
pressure on them to ‘be’ a certain way. The magnetic fidgets are the most popular and seem to
be good for emotional regulation and for providing a natural focus outside of eye contact, which
makes it easier for students to feel comfortable and talk to each other. The games give folks
something to talk about if they don’t have a shared interest. The books are a fantastic resource
to dip into and help students understand themselves better. The cushions and blankets are
stowed away for now until the merger when we have more space in the room to set up a proper
relaxation area.

These resources have really helped bring together students in different year groups who all joined
the group independently of one another and are now friends and allies to one another. They really
enjoy coming along every week and talking about their interests and achievements in a safe
space.

The MES branch has only recently started up but | know it’s already had students from S1-6
attending, so I’m hopeful that the group will go from strength to strength.
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JS Hama Bead Club

Melville College Trust Grant Award £150.00

We are using the Hama beads for our Primary 4 & 5 club which will be starting after the October
break. The children just love making different things with the beads. We also purchased new



boards which the children will love as the ones we had were years old and after lots of ironing,
they become unable to use.

JS Badminton Club

Melville College Trust Grant Award £195.47

We were over the moon to get the grant. It has allowed us to update our nets which were
becoming quite frayed and purchase some much-needed shuttlecocks. Asthe netswere on sale,
we also managed to buy a few extra smaller racquets for the P5 group later in the year!

JS Digital Learning

Melville College Trust Grant Award £117.68

| obtained funding for six Mastermind games. The initial aim is to use them as a resource in my
Codebreaking club which runs for an hour on a Monday (up to 16 children can attend).

We are also thinking about how we can use the games in class as part of our ‘computational
thinking’ approach —tinkering, de-bugging, logic, decomposition, etc — see the attached poster).
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MES Geography Fieldwork Equipment

Melville College Trust Grant Award £1,019.17

The Melville Trust grant allowed the Geography department to purchase several pieces of
Geography fieldwork equipment. This allowed us to host a day of Advanced Higher Geography
fieldwork for schools in the local area. These included Craigmount, Tynecastle, Royal High
School, Broughton, and Trinity.

We welcomed 50 pupils and their teachers to the school; all were very appreciative of the
opportunity as many schools do not have the equipment needed to carry out physical fieldwork
or the means to take them to residential field centres.

Pupils spent the morning gathering data on vegetation, soils, and slopes. This gave them first-
hand experience of carrying out these techniques whilst also gathering data which could be used
for their coursework.

Schools have been informed that we can now provide a library of fieldwork equipment should
they wish to borrow pieces in the future.

A couple of quotes from visiting teachers:

“On behalf of RHS and consortia schools, thank you and your team so much for the fantastic
fieldwork day on Friday. Our group had a wonderful time and really enjoyed the opportunity to do
more physical fieldwork in our local area.

The amount of planning and organisation for the group must have been a huge undertaking on top
of everything you all have to do on a daily basis - much appreciated. It was also lovely to meet you
all and collaborate together. “

“I just wanted to say a huge thank you from all of us at Craigmount for Friday. We had such a
wonderful day, and my wee team took so much away from it all. They have been writing up a little
review of the day this morning and are looking forward to processing their data gathered.

I realise how much effort went into the day, so itis much appreciated from all of us.”

The day was well received by all that attended.



ESMS Pipe Band

Melville College Trust Grant Award £2,450.00

The ESMS Novice A Pipe Band finished the last session on a high, securing 1st place at the Royal
Scottish Pipe Band Association (RSPBA) Edinburgh contest and an impressive 3rd place at the
RSPBA Lochore competition.

While the Novice A band was out competing, the Novice B band proudly represented ESMS with
performances at both Blackhall and the ESMS Sports Day events.

The current 2025/26 session has seen a healthy number of new students joining the program,
learning either Pipes, Side Drum, or Tenor Drums. Several new members have been introduced
to the Novice B Band, while a number of experienced Pipers and Drummers have progressed to
the Novice A Band.

The Pipe Band is very grateful for the financial support from the Melville College Trust (MCT). This
generous funding has enabled the band to purchase new sporrans, sock flashes, Glengarrys, and
kilts. These new items have allowed our new members to perform confidently at both internal and
external events, proudly promoting the school’s culture. The ESMS Pipe Band concert is always a
highlight event for both the school and the band. Our goal is for every member to perform in full
Pipe Band uniform, giving each student a sense of achievement both in their performance and in
proudly representing the school.



MES STEM

Melville College Trust Grant Award £1,200.00

As part of our ongoing commitment to promoting STEM engagement among young people, funds
allocated for STEM outreach have been thoughtfully used to support sustainable, impactful
activities that benefit learners at all levels.

1. Investment in Sustainable Resources

A significant portion of the funding was used to purchase high-quality, sustainable resources and
equipment. These materials are designed for long-term use, ensuring that our outreach initiatives
can continue to benefit future cohorts without requiring repeated investment. Including a storage
unit for our specialist kit.

2. Delivery of CREST Awards

We have planned and begun delivering CREST Awards - a nationally recognised STEM
accreditation - to young people participating in our outreach programmes. These awards allow
participants to engage in hands-on investigative projects, helping them develop critical thinking,
problem-solving, and teamwork skills.

3. Celebration Event for Families



To celebrate the hard work and achievements of the young people involved, we are allocating
funds to host a celebration afternoon. During this event, students will be presented with their
CREST certificates in front of their families. Inviting parents and carers helps strengthen
community engagement and ensures that the success of the young participants is recognised
and shared.

4. Young STEM Leader Awards

In addition to the CREST Award, students involved in the planning and delivery of activities are
working towards the Young STEM Leader Award. This leadership programme helps students build
skills in communication, organisation, and mentoring, while also boosting their confidence and
sense of responsibility within STEM learning environments.

It has been a very much appreciated grant to allow us to be more active in North Edinburgh and
to reach the lives of more pupils.




SELO hic-© : 1t
Melville College Trust Grant Award £298.32

No photos I’'m afraid but we were grateful to be able to buy a new test for our dyslexia
assessments, which we are currently learning how to use — we will be trialling this with our next
scheduled assessments after the Oct break.

JS P2 Play Equipment

Melville College Trust Grant Award £539.99

Primary 2 were delighted to purchase loose parts for the playground with the help of the
Melville Trust. The children use these daily for building and imaginative play.



Claire Cunningham


