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Introduction and Welcome

Welcome to the Autumn 2025 Newsletter on what has been a busy
year for the Trust.

After a long period of discussion with the School which included a
presentation on the merger plans in 2026 of the two schools Stewart’s
Melville and Mary Eskine, the Trust took the decision to make a £1m
donation to the School to assist with the merger in particular the
creation of a new STEM block on the Queensferry Road site.

| am pleased to say that due to the strong financial performance
of the Trusts investments, the Trust is comfortably able to meet its
annual Bursary obligations to the School.

Best wishes

Stephen L L Paterson
Chair, Melville College Trust

If you are receiving our Newsletter for the 1st time, we hope you enjoy the various updates and our
look back into the Melville College archives. If you missed any of the earlier editions they are on our
website — there is a link to these at the end of the Newsletter. This edition is again issued in both
email and printed format.

Thanks to everyone who got in touch following our last issue. Any archive material is always
welcome, so please keep sending us anything you have.

We have a lot of information and features to share with you, including:
¢ Melville College Trust Donation to School Merger

¢ Robert Cunningham - New Portrait

¢ Projects Supported by the Trust

¢ Melville College Alumni News

¢ Melville College Archives

¢ How to Donate and Gift Aid

Melville College Trust Support School Merger

In July 2025 the Melville College Trust provided a generous donation of £1 million to Erskine Stewart
Melville in support of their move to a fully co-educational school, set to open in August 2026.

This substantial investment will help to enhance the school’s educational facilities, notably increasing the
number of science labs at the site of the new senior school to enable the school to meet the interest in
STEM subjects. The refurbished and expanded science building will proudly bear the names of esteemed
former pupils the late Sir Fraser Stoddart and the late Dr Norma Stoddart, celebrating their outstanding
contributions to science.

Sir Fraser Stoddart was a Nobel Prize-winning scientist, renowned for his groundbreaking work in
supramolecular chemistry. His wife, Dr Norma Agnes Stoddart, was also an accomplished scientist,
producing numerous influential scientific papers on behalf of the Stoddart Research Group.

The generous funding will also help to support the development of a dedicated Wellbeing Hub for the new
school, as part of the school’s commitment to the mental and emotional health of our students. >>



>> Anthony Simpson, Principal
commented, “This generous donation
by the Melville College Trust comes
at the perfect time as we forge
ahead with plans to get the new fully
co-educational school ready for its
opening in August 2026. We extend
our heartfelt thanks to the Melville
College Trust for their invaluable
support and vision, helping us shape
a bright future for generations of
pupils to come.”

Stephen Paterson, Chair of Melville
College Trust added: “We are
extremely pleased to be able to offer
our support, especially at such a key
moment in the School’s history. We
are looking forward to seeing how
the donation can make a real impact
on the School community.”

The Trust would like to share the
Principal’s letter of thanks (with his
permission) to the wider Melville
College alumni -

Dear Stephen

We wanted to take time to express
our heartfelt thanks for the generous
donation of £1 million from the Trust towards the cost of the merger. Your support will enable us to
provide outstanding facilities for ESM from next year and we are hugely grateful for your donation at this
pivotal time to help realise our vision.

On a personal note, it has been a pleasure to get to know you and many of the Melville College alumni.
Learning more about the heritage of the School and the purpose for which the Trust was established for
has been truly inspiring. The relocation of the war memorial to the heart of the School reception, typifies
the importance that we place on ensuring that Melville College remains a central part of who we have
been and who we will become in 2026 and beyond.

Whilst we recognise that this is a one off donation for the merger, we also appreciate the ongoing support
of the Trust as a philanthropic partner in our plans for the School. This includes your contributions to
life-changing bursaries for children and the small grants scheme to enhance extra-curricular activities.

We very much value our ongoing partnership and look forward to many more opportunities to celebrate
everything that makes Melville College and its alumni community so special.

With our most grateful thanks

Anthony Simpson, Principal

School Merger Update

Regular updates on the School merger are available at https://info.esms.org.uk/announcements/



Robert Cunningham - New Portrait

The uncovering of a new portrait of Robert Cunningham founder of Edinburgh Institution began when
the collection of material in the ESM Archive was on display at the Merchant Company’s Edinburgh 900
exhibition in March 2025.

The exhibition included the only provenanced image of Robert Cunningham. It is a small watercolour
portrait done by his wife Elizabeth, thought to be completed during their time in the United States. This
would make him around 38 years old at the time. This image was used as the basis of the portrait that was
dedicated to the school in 2002 and now hangs in the Tom Fleming Centre at the Old College at SMC.

The first clue to finding a definitive and accurate image of Robert came from the previous research by the
SMC Archivists who noticed that there was a former Edinburgh Institution teacher working for Robert who
later became a world renowned artist and, fortunately for us, a groundbreaking photographer.

David Octavius Hill was not only the ‘Drawing’ teacher at the Edinburgh Institute having been hired by
Robert in 1832. According to the National Gallery of Scotland’s website: a painter and a lithographer by
training, David Octavius Hill is best remembered for the beauty of the calotypes he and Robert Adamson
produced together.

The online collection of Adamson and
Hill’s photographs held in the National
Portrait Gallery has over 5,800
photographs many of which are
portraits of the ministers of the Free
Church of Scotland, headmasters at
the Edinburgh schools and various
other members of Edinburgh Society.
It is very likely that David asked is

old headmaster to pose for a picture
at some point, especially as he was
also a leading light in the ‘Disruption’
of the churches. However, a name
search through the online collection
reveals no image of ‘Robert
Cunningham’ in the collection.

However, there are several portraits
entitled ‘Unknown Man’, and
‘Unknown Man 40’ takes on a

trail to the new portrait of Robert
Cunningam.

The new portrait is now on display in
the Merchant’s Hall. Many thanks to
Gilbert Archer for his financial support,
Vince Mason, Royal Company of
Merchants, Jon Cooper and Angela
Alexander from ESM for all their help.

Jon Cooper, Heritage Office ESM
has produced the fascinating story
behind the portrait, available here -
https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/
TheUnknownManv3.pdf



https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/TheUnknownManv3.pdf
https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/TheUnknownManv3.pdf

School Projects Supported by the Trust in 2024-25

NEW CRICKET SCOREBOARD

The Trust provided the cost of a new cricket scoreboard for the artificial wicket at the East Fettes
Avenue side of Inverleith.

The scoreboard is installed on the side of the hockey pavilion. There was good news and indeed
good timing that two of the Melville College Trust Governors were playing in the first match that the
board was used.

i

Melville College Trust Governors Victor Coltherd and Malcolm MacColl all set to get the
numbers rolling at the new scoreboard.

Melville College Alumni News

GRANT MACRAE - OBE

More congratulations go to Grant Macrae on receiving an OBE in the
Kings Honours announced in June. This is in recognition of the work
Grant has given to many Charities over the years.

This follows Grant’s appointment as Master of the Royal Company of
Merchants in November 2024

DR HOWARD MOODY

It is with great sadness we report on the death of Dr Howard Moody in
March this year. A fascinating career in Pathology followed his education
at Melville College. During that career he worked on 224 forensic cases
including identifying many of the victim of the Lockerbie bombing in 1998
and provided key evidence to convict the World’s End murderer in 2014.

Photograph by kind permission
of Steven Parry Donald An excellent tribute is provided by the Royal College of Surgeons, available

Photography, Edinburgh ‘HERE’ or go to www.rcsed.ac.uk and search Dr Howard Moody.


https://www.rcsed.ac.uk/news-resources/rcsed-news/2025/april/the-royal-college-of-surgeons-of-edinburgh-pays-tribute-to-dr-howard-moody/

From the Melville College

Once again thanks for the various archive material received
since our last Newsletter - do keep sending us the archives.

Dispatch Trophy

This year marked the 125th playing of the ‘Dispatch Trophy’ at the Braid Hills golf course. The
competition first played in 1890 is open to ‘non-course’ owning golf clubs in the Edinburgh area.

The competition has probably lost of bit of its glamour in recent years although the winner’s gold medal
is still much sought after by the good local golfers.

In 1970, in what was then the 71st playing of the competition, the Trophy was won by Melville College
FP. This was their second victory having previously won in 1938 and been runners-up in 1932.

This year there were 32 entries a long way short of the restricted field of 128 entries which applied in
1970. Looking the through the programme, a snapshot of an era when there were many office and
works golf clubs playing alongside the golf clubs who played at the local authority golf courses in
Edinburgh plus of course many Former Pupil clubs.

On their way to winning Melville College FP beat Edinburgh News and Dispatch, Scottish Radio,
Edinburgh Inland Revenue, Edinburgh City Football Club, Edinburgh and District Motor Trade, Scottish
Universities (semi-final) and Royal Bank of Scotland in the final by one hole. The competition being a 4
man team playing 2 foursomes matches.

MELVILLE COLLEGE F.P. GOLF TEAM—WINNERS OF “DISPATCH” TROPHY, 1970
M. C. Macdonald, J. E. Cook, C. G. McCulloch, K. S. Graham,
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How to Donate and Gift Aid

The Melville College Trust has now formally registered to use the Government Gift Aid Scheme. As a
Charity all donations we receive can now be enhanced by a further 25%.

The defibrillator and the digitising of the ‘red book’ are both good examples of how donations to the
Trust can be made in support of specific projects or pieces of work. Of course we are also delighted
to receive non-specific or general donations to support the work of the Trust. We are all volunteers
and we keep any costs to a minimum, so that all donations and legacies go directly towards the work
that the Trust carries out.

Donors just need to complete the appropriate Gift Aid form when making a contribution. Do get in
touch with us for further assistance.

You can make a one-off donation, a regular monthly or annual donation (via Standing Order) and can
opt to choose to support defined or capital projects, bursaries, clubs and societies or simply let the
Trust allocate as required.

Full details are available on our website: . . d w
https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/ ﬂl i

including Gift Aid forms for single or multiple donations.

Website & Facebook Page!

Our Facebook Page Melville College. Whether it’s class pictures, sports

Go to our Melville College Trust Facebook teams, or past events, your contributions will help
page, where we'll be sharing news, updates, and ~ US Preserve and share our rich history.

historical content. Follow us to stay connected and ~ Looking specifically for photos of the last Primary
be part of the conversation! classes of Melville College in 1973, before the

School merger.

We Need Your Help! Primary class photos were usually taken, so there

To continue building the MCT archives, we'd must be some out there. Get searching and
love to receive any photos, documents, or let us know what you find — send us an emalil -
memorabilia you may have from your time at melvillecollegetrust@gmail.com

Keep up to Date

® https://twitter.com/melville_trust

- 0 https://www.facebook.com/melvillecollegetrust
Stephen Alan Veitch,

Paterson, Editor Melville
Chair Melville College Trust
College Trust Newsletter

@ https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/

Contact Us

Email: melvillecollegetrust@gmail.com

Correspondence: Melville College Trust, Lindsays, Caledonian Exchange,
19a Canning Street, Edinburgh, EH3 8HE




