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Introduction and Welcome

Welcome to the Spring 26 edition of the Melville College Trust
Newsletter. Details of the Trusts recent AGM are included in the
Newsletter, | hope it gives you an understanding of what the Trust
does primarily in support of the School.

In that regard given the Trusts recent £1m donation to the School
in support of the forthcoming merger with Mary Erskine’s, | am
very pleased to say that the School will be renaming the converted
Boarding School — the Melville Wellness Centre for use of all the
senior school pupils both boys and girls.

PS Enjoy some of old photos in the Newsletter — the 70’s was
definitely a bad hair decade

Best wishes

Stephen L L Paterson
Chair, Melville College Trust

If you are receiving our Newsletter for the 1st time, we hope you enjoy the various updates and our
look back into the Melville College archives. If you missed any of the earlier editions they are on our
website — there is a link to these at the end of the Newsletter. This edition is again issued in both
email and printed format.

Thanks to everyone who got in touch following our last issue. Any archive material is always
welcome, so please keep sending us anything you have.

We have a lot of information and features to share with you, including:
¢ Melville College Trust Update ¢ Melville College Lunch 2025
School Bursaries supported by the Trust

Melville College 1970 Year Group Re-Union

School Projects supported by the Trust Melville College Alumni News

Sally Ray Legacy ¢ Melville College Archives

5 Year Strategy Annual Review ¢ How to Donate and Gift Aid

Melville College Trust Update

The Annual General Meeting of the Trust was held on 21st November 2025 when Stephen Paterson,
Chair of the Melville College Trust, delivered his review of the year. The key points were :

This is the first Chair’s report under our new Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO)
constitution. The changeover to the new structure has been well managed with the advice and support of
the Charity’s legal advisors — Lindsays LLP.

Strategy
The Trust has prepared a new 5-year Strategic Plan, further details later in this Newsletter.

We are in close communications with the School management, as it faces significant and well-known
external challenge, in particular in helping to enhance the School resources and infrastructure. In that
regard the Trust approved a £1m donation to the School to allow it to make the on-site improvements on
the Queensferry Road site.



Marketing/Communications

We continue to send out regular Newsletters to our database of FP contacts, which are well received, and
continue to upgrade our website https://melvillecollegetrust.uk.

We are now holding Annual Reunions which are proving to be a great success. It allows the Charity and
the School to keep FP’s up to date with what we have both been up to.

Investment

Our agreed strategy to maintain a Total Return policy from our investments has maximised our capital
growth, which has allowed us to make the £1m donation to the School and remain confident that we can
fulfil our ongoing annual contributions to the School.

Governors

Two long serving Trust Governors, Andy Scott and Christine Collingwood, are retiring and many thanks to
both of them for all the support they have given the Charity over many years.

We have though brought on a new Governor, Julian Voge, a former pupil of Melville College and Andrew
Swann has been appointed as an Ex- officio Member (and Board observer) representing the Merchant
Company Education Board.

We were sad to hear of the passing of Honorary Member lan Gardiner.

Andy Scott and Christine Collingwood were elected as Honorary Members of the Trust.

Clerk / Treasurer Change

David Dunsire the Charity Clerk/Treasurer retired at the AGM. Many thanks to David for his advice and
support for the last 5 years to the Charity.

Helen Kidd WS from Lindsays LLP takes over as Clerk/Treasurer. Helen was instrumental in helping the
Trust to make the transformation to the SCIO. Helen can be contacted at MCTlclerk@lindsays.co.uk

School Bursaries Supported By The Trust In 2024-25

During the School Year (2024/2025), the Charity provided £250,000 in bursaries to ESMS, which
has enabled 19 pupils (9 in Mary Erskine School, 8 in Stewart’s Melville College and 2 in the Junior
School) to enjoy the excellent facilities and education available. Bursaries varied from 60% to 100%.
The School continues to perform an assessment of all bursary recipients on an annual basis to
ensure they are achieving satisfactory results during the School year.

Here are just a few of the comments received from Parents who have received bursary support from
the Melville College Trust.

“l am truly grateful to the school for this level of assistance and relieved to know that this will enable
XXX to continue at Mary Erskine for her final year.”

“We are very grateful for the financial assistance that the school has had to offer our family over the
last few years. We do not take it for granted,; it is very much appreciated.”

“This is a big relief and means we can now plan as to how we can manage things for the next
academic year. Most importantly, it means we can keep XXX at ESMS for the year ahead.”

“We are immensely grateful for the assistance provided by the school, as it will significantly alleviate the
financial burden on our family, whilst ensuring XXX’s continued education at your esteemed institution.”



School Projects Supported by the Trust in 2024-25

In addition to the bursaries, the Charity donated £10,000 to a diverse number of small School projects
which benefit the pupils. A brief summary of each grant is given below.

Pipe Band - ESMS

The generous funding from the Trust has enabled the band to purchase new sporrans, sock flashes,
Glengarrys, and kilts. These new items have allowed our new members to perform confidently at both
internal and external events, proudly promoting the school’s culture.

The ESMS Pipe Band concert is always a highlight event for both the school and the band. Our goal is for
every member to perform in full Pipe Band uniform, giving each student a sense of achievement both in
their performance and in proudly representing the school.

The ESMS Pipe Band performed at the recent Melville College Re-union Lunch, looking splendid in their
new uniforms (see later article)

N-DAPS Equipment - Mary Erskine School

Supply of equipment to provide a welcoming environment, at the start of lunch in the Dinning Room,
acting as a social glue with other students

Hama Bead Club - Junior School
Purchased new boards and beads used by the Primary 4 and 5 club.

Badminton Club - Junior School

Updating of nets, purchase of some much-needed shuttlecocks and a few extra smaller racquets for the
P5 group.

Digital Learning - Junior School

Funding for six Mastermind games for use in the Codebreaking Club

STEM Engagement - Mary Erskine

As part of our ongoing commitment to promoting STEM engagement among young people, funds
allocated for STEM outreach have been thoughtfully used to support sustainable, impactful activities that
benefit learners at all levels.

A significant portion of the funding was used to purchase high-quality, sustainable resources and
equipment. These materials are designed for long-term use, ensuring that our outreach initiatives can
continue to benefit future cohorts without requiring repeated investment. Including a storage unit for our
specialist kit.



Purchase of several pieces of Geography fieldwork equipment. These also allowed MES to host a day of
Advanced Higher Geography fieldwork for schools in the local area, including Craigmount, Tynecastle,
Royal High School, Broughton, and Trinity.

A total of 50 pupils and their teachers attended the school; all were very appreciative of the opportunity
as many schools do not have the equipment needed to carry out physical fieldwork or the means to take
them to residential field centres.

Orthographic Competence Kit
Grant provided to buy a new test for our dyslexia assessments

Play Equipment - Junior School

Primary 2 were delighted to purchase loose parts for the playground. The children use these daily for
building and imaginative play.

More detailed information on the School Projects including photographs is available HERE

Sally Ray Legacy

Sally Ray recently left a very generous donation in her will to the Melville College Trust with specific
instructions it should be used to support a variety of projects for the Junior School. These currently include -

Ravelston Garden

Restoring the garden’s role as a vibrant, engaging and safe play space by introducing new play equipment.
Establishing a Sewing Club, following the donation of a large quantity of fabric

Playground Equipment

Provision of more equipment for P7, which currently has 170 children, to provide them with items to
encourage their physical and social development during playtimes

Junior School Football Club
200 children from P4 to P7 getting new footballs and mini-goals



Beekeeping Starting Kit

To purchase a hive, equipment and a colony of bees to begin beekeeping at ESMS Junior School
aiming to produce honey for gifting and advertising.

Ambition — A project to promote the learning of sustainability across our school.

Innovation — New extra-curricular clubs for JS children that will promote environmental learning
through the importance of pollinators, utilise our new merger grounds, link with the current JS
gardening club and provide another opportunity for our Eco Leaders.

Community —Link with the local community e.g., The Lauriston Castle

5 Year Strategy 2024-29 — 2025 Review

At the Trust’s AGM, Christine Collingwood, Governor presented our Annual update on the five-year
strategic plan.

Christine confirmed that the primary focus of the strategy remains unchanged, with key aims including
increasing the Trust’s profile, growing funds, improving communication, sustaining financial support, and
ensuring future stability.

Increasing Profile

The Trust has strengthened relationships with the Development Office, the Merchant Company, and
the School’s Principal. Andrew Swann’s appointment as Ex-officio Member will further enhance these
connections. The War Memorial has been relocated to a more visible position, and students have
commented positively on its prominence, improving the Trust’s visibility and profile.

The newsletter continues to be published regularly, and the link with the School website is functioning
well.

Growth of Funds and Income

Investment returns have been positive, and the total return investment strategy remains effective. The
Trust plans to conduct an appraisal of investment managers within the next six months. Efforts to
encourage legacies and one-off donations are ongoing, with particular appreciation expressed for Sally
Rae’s legacy, which will benefit the Junior School.

Communication

The Trust continues to promote its work through newsletters, social media platforms (Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn), and website updates.

Financial Support

Bursary payments remain a priority. Following the £1 million donation, future bursary commitments will be
reviewed carefully. Annual grants of £10,000 continue, and the impact of these grants on Junior School
projects has been significant. The £1 million capital donation will benefit all pupils of Stewart’s Melville and
Mary Erskine schools and has raised the Trust’s profile considerably.

Future Stability

The Succession Plan of Governors is reviewed annually by the Board, which seeks to identify individuals
with relevant and diverse skills to join the Board.

indicators of success - including increased donations and legacies, greater awareness of the Trust’s
purpose, and stronger endorsement by the Schools and the Merchant Company. The newsletter is a key
driver of engagement.



Melville College Lunch 2025

Erskine Stewart
Melville

Melville College
Lunch 2025

Friday 7 November 2025
Inverleith Clubhouse

Photos from the Lunch

There was an excellent turnout of around 90 at our recent
Melville College Re-Union Lunch.

Stephen Paterson, Chair of the Melville College Trust welcomed
everyone to the Lunch before handing over to Anthony
Simpson, ESMS Principal, who provided a brief update on the
School Merger which is happening in August 2026. He then
thanked the Trust for their very generous donation towards the
on-site improvements in preparation for the Merger.

After lunch Angus Abel, Stewart’s Melville College Captain
provided us with an excellent in-sight of the school day to day
events and activities.

Grant Macrae OBE, Master, The Royal Company of Merchants
of the City of Edinburgh closed the formal part of the day,
reporting on the role of the Merchant Company their Schools.

We were then entertained by the ESMS School Pipe Band,
now splendidly attired in their new kit, provided through
funding by the Melville College Trust.

Jon Cooper, the School’s Heritage Officer provided a supply
Melville College memorabilia.

Melville College Memorabilia Display
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Our speakers Red blazers then and now

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

THE 2026 MELVILLE COLLEGE LUNCH will be held on Friday 13th November
More details will follow in due course







Melville College 1970 Year Group
Re-Union - October 2025

Having left school in 1970, we held our first class reunion in 1991 at Inverleith, our second in 1995
also at Inverleith. Our third reunion was held to celebrate 40 years since leaving school and our 50th
reunion was cancelled due to Covid! This was celebrated on our 52nd anniversary and was held at
Murrayfield Golf Club because of the availability of lift access.

The intention was to hold our next reunion in 2030 to celebrate our 60th anniversary, but several
attendees suggested that by then our numbers may be several less and so it was agreed to
celebrate 55 years since leaving school.

Clockwise in the photo are :

Gordon Simpson, Peter Stewart, George Bee, Brian Deuchars, David Maxwell, Eric Parker, lan
McKerrow, Lindsay Marshall, lan Calder, Alistair Fortune, Vic Covey, Ken McBride, Doug Scott, John
Dobson and Andy Wallace. Walter Sutherland was due to travel from the Elgin area, but cancelled
last minute due to the forecasted storm

George Bee




Melville College Alumni News

On leaving Melville College, John joined the RAF for his National
Service where he was delighted to earn his wings. On leaving he
joined A&J Roberts, where he qualified as a chartered accountant, a
profession which he very much enjoyed and fully retired from age 80.

John was a keen golfer, gardener and traveller. He enjoyed a strong
faith which sustained him throughout his life.

John died on 31 Oct, just 3 days after his 90th birthday after a long
period of ill health. He leaves his wife Barbara, daughters Hilary and
Sue, and grand children Emily, Sophie and Jamie.

JOHN MACKAY He was much loved by his family and friends and will be deeply missed.
28.10.35 - 31.10.35 (Many thanks to Sue, his daughter for providing this obituary)

From the Melville College ‘

Melville College Senior 2A 1973
Thanks to David Briggs for these portraits from the last Senior 2 A class

Back row - Hamish Brown, Steve White, David Biggs, Eric Wilson
Front row - Malcolm Whytock, Peter Burnside, David Miller, Alan Smart



And how they now look in 2025....




Thanks to Donald Wood for this one.

Melville College FP Rugby Club 1972-73 season which was their Centenary Season and also their last
season before the merger with Stewart’s College FP Rugby Club.

Who can you spot, some well known faces here (can you spot the Editor?), plenty of hair on show which
was easy to grow back then.

If you are in the photo or were involved in the Rugby Club at that time, let us know your memories of that
season.

And now the Fixture card, populated with results. | was keen on my stats back then too!




CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

8th September
20th September

27th September

24th February
28th March

Match agalnst Co-optimists

Ladies" March and Dance

FIRST FIFTEEN FIXTURES
SEASON 1887 — 88

Ancients
Stewartonians

Gala

Wandarars

Watsonjans

Edinburgh Academicals
Farthshire

Edinburgh University
West of Scotiand
Fifeshire

Collegiate

Glasgow Academicals
Glasgow University
Royal High Schoal

OFFICE BEARERS

L 15-3¢€
Jotlowed by Buffet Supper President—F, MORAISON
Vice Prasident—Dr T, W, MANSON
March againsr Seﬁoa!_faﬂauwd‘w 24-0 Captain—D, W. MORGAN
by Cocktail Party
Vice Captain—M, HUDSON
Dinner in the Caledonian Horel d
COMMITTEE
Melville Select Match against a
Heriots E.P, | Warsomian side ¥ 51-18& A, BOOTH BrBa T RohE
S D o Ao C. COLLEDGE P. CATON
PP N, DOUGLAS M, GRIEVE
Dr W, POLE M. TURNBULL
A. LOCKERBIE C. YOUNG

Hon, Secratary—J, K. HUNTER
Mansfiald, Muckhart, by Dollar

Tel: Muckhart 362

Hon, Match Secretary—5, BRYDONE
17 Learmouth Crese., Edinburgh EH4 1DD
r Tel: 031-332 1147

Hon. Team Secretary—R. 5. CLARK
Tel: 031-669 3110

Hon, Treasurer—W. J. C. TAYLOR, C.A,

GROUND
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T —
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21 Glasgow Academicals New Annicsland L §- 21 21 Boroughmuir F.P, 2B Ferryfield L ¢~
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Dec, 2 Edinburgh University Craiglockhart W 1&-2% Dec:. 2 University Freshers Ferryficld - 14 =22 |
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3rd XV

Sept.

Mow,

Jan,

Feb.

Apr.

9

23
i

14
21
28

i
18

16
2
3
13
20
27
10
24
10

3
21

Edinburgh Northern 1st
Moray House [st
Clarkston-—-2u HMELIGT 'y
Edinburgh Academicals 3rd
Corstorphine 3rd
Pagble—2mah AM ) Boour el
Bunbar 3rd

Leith Academicals 3rd
Trinity Academicals 3rd
Lasswade 3rd

Royal High School dth

Heriol Watt 3rd
Jedforest 3rd

Currie Balerno st (AM)
Liberton 3rd
Leith-Aeamenicils Tinions —
Edinburgh MNorthem Znd
Preston Lodge F.P. 3rd
Leith Academicals 3rd
University Vandals
Lanark 2nd (AM)
Broughton F.P. 3rd
Edinburgh Wanderers 3rd
Watsonians 3rd (AM)
Penicuik 2nd

Ross High F.P, 1st
Dalkeith 3rd

Bathgate 15t

Melrose Colts (AM)

Oban Lorne 1st

Dban

Inverleith Park Yy
Ferryfield b=
Braidhalin W
Raebum Place
Ferrvfield W Sh-o

Ferrviield W
Hawkhill & v&-le
Ferryficld W
Ferryfield W 42-3
Ferrvfield © A
“bameomd-Park W 32-C

Paties Road € r o
Riverside Park €
Ferrviield & 16 -2
TheInch W Téa-is
Ferryfield W T@-%
Forrvfield D &- &
Ferryfield W 259
Hawkhill ©
Craiglockharisf Lo-Sg
Ferryficld W
Fernvield . L=4
Ferryfield <
Myreside €
Ferryfield W 1§ -0
Tranent W 2w - |3
Dalkeith

Bathgate W 157
Ferryfield w 3o -<\

4th XV

Sep.

Nov.

-

Jan.

Feb.

Apr.

16
23
30

14
21

I8

L1
18
25

16

23
30

13
20
27

10
17

10
17
4
31

Glenrothes 2nd
Clarkston 3rd

Edinburgh Academicals 4th
Watsonian 41h

Stewarts F.P. 5th (AM)
Boroughmuir F.P. 4th
North Berwick 3rd
Kilmarnock Ayrshire 3rd
Edinburgh Morthern 4th
Ross High F.P. 2nd
Leith Academicals 5th
Currie Balerno 3rd
Heriots F.P. 5th

Carleton Park
Braidholm €
Ferryhield W
Myxpside W Ju-4
Ferry field W 37 - 4
Meggetland L& 32
Ferryficld W56
Bilslaind L &-4%
Ferryfleld W « 2=k
Tranent L &-29
Hawkhill b 15-1%
Ferryficld w 37 -1o
Goldenascrel -5

Edinburgh Wanderers 4th (AM Murrayfield | 5.3,

{AM)
Roval High School F.F. 5th
Liberton-2ad wiBSatey 3
Musselburgh 3rd
Ferranti 2nd
Liniith,:uwznd e
Edinbursh-B Srd

Beatlrad-Y-Waler— nS
Haddington 4th
Dunfermline 41h
Scotland ¥V Ireland
Murray feld 3rd
Portobello F.F, 4th

Old Augustinians 3rd
Dunbardih WERET*S
Livingston Ind (AM)

Ferryfield L & -1ia
Thelnch L7-9
Pinkic L £ -&i
Grieve Toll L ¥ 5-2¢
| Ferryfield ¢
Lewmond-Bark L5 &
Murmcficldh, §-25
Meilson Park &
Ferryfield
Murrayfield —
Ferryfield D &-&
Portobello L1 S-i'%
Ferryfield L 718
Bunbar W -3
Ferryfield = - 10

Obén Lome 2nd

Oban

r
SCHOOL 1st XV FIXTURES 1972-73
Sat.  23rd Sept | Alloa Academy
Mon. 25th Sept | F.P. Junior XV
Wed, 27th Sept | F.P. Centenary XV
Sat.  30th Sept | Morrison’s Academy
Tues,  3rd Oct 5t Augustine’s Academy
Sat. Tth Oct Geonge Heriot's School
Tues. 10th Oct Broughton Schoocl
Sat,  14th Oct Allan Glen's School
(International morming)
Tues. 19th Oct Beroughmuir School
Sat,  2lst Oct Dundee High School
Tues. 24th Oct Portobello High Schoaol
Sat.  dth Nov | Stewart’s College
I Sat. 11th Nov | Glasgow High School
| Sat. 18th Moy | Roval High School
Sat.  25th Nov Paisley Gram. School
Sat. 2nd Dec | Trinity Academy
{International morning)
Sat.  9th Dec Dunfermline High Schoal
Sat.  16thDec | Leith Academy
| Sat.  13th Jan Hutchiesen's Gram, Sch.
Sa{, 20th Jan Glasgow Academy
Sat. 27th Jan St. Aloysius College
Sat. 3rd Feb Ayr Academy

{International morning)

Sat.
Sat.

10th Feb
17th Feb

Sat. 24th Feb
(International moming)
PV Wi L DD

Hawick High School
Watson's College
Hillhead High School

Allon W LZ-0
Ferryfield C
Ferryfield
Ferryfield W W&
Ferryficld W 250
Ferryficld L 9=z
Wardie W
Ferryfield W 31-3

Ferryfield W k-G
Ferryfield W 275

Duddingstonk. \§-2¢
Inverleith W 35-o
Ferryficld W -0
Ferryfield L 91k
Ferrvfield W 19-9
Bangholmw 1%-13

Ferryfield W 19°3
Ferryfield W 47-2
Ferryfield C.
Ferryfield =
Millerston W Se-9
Ferryfield W 2% -103

Hawick W 4b-1
Ferryfield =
Ferryfield

An excellent season for the School 1st XV, with 16 wins out of 19 matches. Highlight beating Stewart’s

College 33-0!



How to Donate and Gift Aid

The Melville College Trust is registered to use the Government Gift Aid Scheme. As a Charity all
donations we receive can now be enhanced by a further 25%.

Donations to the Trust can be made in support of specific projects or pieces of work. Of course we
are also delighted to receive non-specific or general donations to support the work of the Trust. We
are all volunteers and we keep any costs to a minimum, so that all donations and legacies go directly
towards the work that the Trust carries out.

Donors just need to complete the appropriate Gift Aid form when making a contribution. Do get in
touch with us for further assistance.

You can make a one-off donation, a regular monthly or annual donation (via Standing Order) and can
opt to choose to support defined or capital projects, bursaries, clubs and societies or simply let the
Trust allocate as required.

Full details are available on our website: . . d w
https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/ ﬂ/ a

including Gift Aid forms for single or multiple donations.

Website & Facebook Page!

Our Facebook Page Melville College. Whether it’s class pictures, sports

Go to our Melville College Trust Facebook teams, or past events, your contributions will help
page, where we'll be sharing news, updates, and ~ US Preserve and share our rich history.

historical content. Follow us to stay connected and ~ Looking specifically for photos of the last Primary
be part of the conversation! classes of Melville College in 1973, before the

School merger.
Primary class photos were usually taken, so there

We Need Your Help!

To continue building the MCT archives, we'd must be some out there. Get searching and
love to receive any photos, documents, or let us know what you find — send us an emalil -
memorabilia you may have from your time at melvillecollegetrust@gmail.com

Keep up to Date

® https://twitter.com/melville_trust

- 0 https://www.facebook.com/melvillecollegetrust
Stephen Alan Veitch,

Paterson, Editor Melville
Chair Melville College Trust
College Trust Newsletter

@ https://melvillecollegetrust.uk/

Contact Us

Email: MCTclerk@lindsays.co.uk

Correspondence: Helen Kidd WS, Melville College Trust, Lindsays, Caledonian Exchange,
19a Canning Street, Edinburgh, EH3 8HE




